
The Tiger’s Wife by Téa Obreht
Discussion Leader: Professor Emerita Susannah Locke 
Téa Obreht combines superstition and legend with the harsher realities of ignorance and war
to create a tale of life and death in an unnamed land. The novel’s narrator is Natalia
Stefanovi, a young doctor who crosses the “new” border with a fellow doctor to inoculate
orphans. While there, she searches for answers about the disappearance and death of her
beloved grandfather, also a physician, who had raised her on tales of the deathless man, a
tiger that escaped from the zoo during the German bombardment in 1941, and a mysterious
deaf-mute woman who, villagers believed, was the tiger’s wife. How Obreht weaves the
threads of these stories into a beautiful tapestry has garnered her critical acclaim. 

The Lacuna by Barbara Kingsolver
Discussion Leader: Associate Professor Dr. Carma Stahnke
This provocative, epic tale follows the life of Harrison Shepherd who, after being discharged
from a military academy, travels to Mexico where he lives with artist Diego Rivera and their
guest, Leon Trotsky. This is just the beginning of Harrison’s adventures and trials. He
becomes a writer and is eventually investigated for subversive, “anti-American” activities. His
dual identity as both Mexican and American is reflected in the vibrant descriptions of life in
both countries. The novel ultimately exposes the beauty and ugliness of this historical time.

Super Sad True Love Story by Gary Shteyngart
Discussion Leader: Assistant Professor Dr. Jennifer Farrell
Shteyngart presents another profane and dizzying satire, a dystopic vision of the future. It is
also a pointedly old-fashioned May-December love story, complete with references to
Chekhov and Tolstoy. Mired in protracted adolescence, middle-aged Lenny Abramov is
obsessed with living forever, his books and Eunice Park, a 20-something Korean-American.
Narrating in alternate chapters the pair reveal a funhouse-mirror version of contemporary
America: terminally indebted to China, controlled by the singular Bipartisan Party (Big
Brother as played by a cartoon otter in a cowboy hat), and consumed by the superficial.
Shteyngart’s earnestly struggling characters—along with a flurry of running gags—keep the
nightmare tour of tomorrow grounded.  

A Time to Keep Silence by Patrick Leigh Fermor 
Discussion Leader: Associate Professor Dr. David Howell
A Time to Keep Silence is travel writer Patrick Leigh Fermor’s beautifully written account of
visits to a number of European monasteries (Benedictine and Cistercian) and later to the
ruins of an even older Turkish desert community in his efforts to understand the continuing
appeal of the monastic way of life. An outsider, Fermor makes it clear he’s a man of the world
whose direct intention is not to seek a believer’s purification of soul. Instead, he wants to
discover why an initially unattractive way of life has continued through the centuries to exert
its appeal upon men, men of a sort he discovers to be not only psychologically balanced, but
largely happy. 

Millennium Trilogy: The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo, The Girl Who Played
with Fire, The Girl Who Kicked the Hornet’s Nest by Stieg Larsson
Discussion Leader: Associate Professor Dr. Katherine Wikoff
What is it about the late Stieg Larsson’s worldwide-bestselling suspense series? Why did so
many U.S. readers slog through the first 100 (let’s say it: boring) pages of “Dragon Tattoo”—
only to be so impatient for the third book that they ordered it shipped from England rather
than await its publication months later in America? Come spend an evening discussing the
appeal of Lisbeth Salander, one of the most resourceful and fascinating anti-heroines in
literature, and Mikael Blomkvist, an investigative reporter so intrepid that his character in the
Hollywood-filmed version of the series is played by Daniel Craig, the current James Bond.

Milwaukee School of Engineering is proud to present an enriching literary experience
designed for every book lover. If you enjoy meeting new people, exchanging ideas,
expanding your literary knowledge and sampling gourmet cuisine, MSOE’s Great

Books Dinner and Discussion Series is an adventure you must experience. Partake in a lively
discussion or simply sit back, observe and enjoy the nostalgic atmosphere of MSOE’s
beautiful and historic Alumni Partnership Center.

Housekeeping by Marilynne Robinson 
Discussion Leader: Associate Professor Dr. David Howell
A modern classic, Housekeeping is the story of Ruth and her younger sister, Lucille, who grow
up haphazardly, first under the care of their competent grandmother, then of two comically
bumbling great-aunts, and finally of Sylvie, their eccentric and remote aunt. The family
house is set on the same lake where their grandfather died in a spectacular train wreck, and
their mother drove off a cliff to her death. Ruth and Lucille’s struggle toward adulthood
beautifully illuminates the price of loss and survival, and the dangerous and deep undertow
of transience.

Little Bee by Chris Cleave
Discussion Leader: Professor Emerita Judith Steininger
Perhaps Sarah and Andrew, a yuppie couple from Kingston-upon-Thames, England, should
have stayed home with their little boy Charlie. Given the luxury and freedom of their
existence they could never have imagined their holiday trip to Nigeria would so radically
change their lives as well as that of a young Nigerian girl, Little Bee. Interjecting oneself into
another culture is always fraught with danger and responsibility. This is a book for our time
on several levels: immigration, war, children, and marriage—all are included. We should have
a fascinating discussion about this book.

Cutting for Stone by Abraham Verghese 
Discussion Leader: Professor Emerita Susannah Locke
Cutting for Stone is the saga of twin brothers Marion and Shiva, sons of Sister Mary Joseph
Praise and Dr. Thomas Stone, a brilliant British surgeon. Their mother did not survive their
birth, and their father disappeared immediately after it. Lovingly cared for and raised by two
other physicians at the hospital compound, the brothers shared an uncanny closeness. But as
they came of age, their passion for the same young woman drove a wedge between them and
political turmoil forced Marion to leave his homeland for New York, where his path
eventually crossed that of his father and his old love, Genet. His life began to unravel and the
only ones who could help him were his brother and father, the two men who had failed him
in the past.  

The Pillars of the Earth by Ken Follett
Discussion Leader: Professor Emerita Judith Steininger
Reaching God is always a struggle spiritually; imagine how difficult it is to build a cathedral
in order to reach Him physically in a symbolic way. This lengthy novel reads fast partly
because of its style but partly because it is a furious romp through a long-ago period, the
12th century in England. You will meet a displaced builder and his starving family, monks
and bishops, a king, landed gentry, bad men and good men. You’ll learn how castles are
constructed and the significant parts of a cathedral. In our world we are impatient if
something isn’t done within a year. In the 12th century, building plans took decades to
finish. How did they manage to drink all that ale for breakfast? Read this book and find out.

GR E AT BOOKS 
REGISTRATION

Mr./Mrs./Ms./Dr. ______________________________________________________

Home address __________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ________________________________________________________

Daytime phone __________________ Evening phone __________________________

Email address ____________________________________________________________

Yes! Enroll me in the following Great Books discussion(s):

� Housekeeping $50
Sept. 14, 2011

� Little Bee $50
Oct. 12, 2011

� Cutting for Stone $50
Nov. 16, 2011

� The Pillars of the Earth $50
Jan. 18, 2012

� The Tiger’s Wife $50
Feb. 15, 2012

� The Lacuna $50
March 14, 2012

� Super Sad True Love Story $50
April 25, 2012

� A Time to Keep Silence $50
May 16, 2012

� Millenium Trilogy $50
June 6, 2012

Total (Number of discussions @ $50) $ __________

� Please add my name to MSOE’s mailing list. 
� Please drop my name from your mailing list. I am no longer interested in receiving

announcements of your programs.

� I cannot attend at this time. Please add my name to your mailing list to receive
announcements of future programs.

(         )(         )

Continued on back



� Fee is enclosed. 
(Make checks payable to MSOE.)

Charge Great Books discussion(s) fee of __________ to 

� MasterCard     � VISA     � Discover

Account number ________________________________ Expiration date __________

Signature ____________________________________________________________

Or register online at www.msoe.edu/visitors/greatbooks/

Reservation and fees must be received one week prior to the discussion.
All programs are held on Wednesdays from 6-9 p.m. Free parking is available 
in the MSOE Broadway Lot. Enter at Highland and Broadway.

Handout materials, a theme dinner that complements the storyline of each book and
parking are included in the price for each Great Books discussion. Dietary restrictions 
can be accommodated. (Note: Books are not included.)
Complete and mail with payment to:

Cathy Varebrook
Development and Alumni Affairs Office
Milwaukee School of Engineering
1025 North Broadway
Milwaukee, WI 53202-3109
Fax: (414) 277-7480
(If faxing or copying this form, please include both sides.)
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Questions? Call Cathy Varebrook at (414) 277-4523 or email to varebroo@msoe.edu.
For more information on presenters and menus or to register online, go to

www.msoe.edu/visitors/greatbooks/
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MILWAUKEE SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING

DINNER AND DISCUSSION SERIES
FALL 2011 THROUGH SPRING 2012

Join MSOE in a unique adventure as we explore 11 renowned
books. These Great Books discussions come complete with a

gourmet theme dinner corresponding to the setting and mood of
each book. Whet your appetite in a delightful exchange of great
books, great food and great conversation.

Housekeeping
Sept. 14, 2011
Little Bee
Oct. 12, 2011
Cutting for Stone
Nov. 16, 2011
The Pillars of the Earth
Jan. 18, 2012
The Tiger’s Wife
Feb. 15, 2012
The Lacuna
March 14, 2012

Super Sad True Love Story 
April 25, 2012
A Time to Keep Silence
May 16, 2012
Millenium Trilogy: The Girl
with the Dragon Tattoo,
The Girl Who Played with
Fire, The Girl Who Kicked
the Hornet’s Nest
June 6, 2012




